
A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols for Ascensiontide 

Organ Music 

Processional Hymn 

Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, on this Ascension Day (Ascensiontide) let it be our duty and our joy to 
celebrate the ascension of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, who has passed into the heavens, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God.  Let us join with the angel hosts who bow before him and 
sing his praises, for he hath gone up with a mighty shout even unto his heavenly home. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice earth; for unity and 
fellowship within the Church he came to build, and especially in this city (town, village) of N. 
and diocese of N. 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and 
the unloved, the aged and the children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him 
not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in 
a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made 
flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are forever one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

May the Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, and 
unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

Hymn or Carol 

First Lesson – Luke 24: 44-53 
 



44. And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 45. Then opened he their understanding, that they 
might understand the scriptures, 46. And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47. And that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48. And ye are 
witnesses of these things. 49. And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 50. And he led them out 
as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.  51. And it came to pass, while 
he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 52. And they worshipped 
him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53. And were continually in the temple, praising 
and blessing God. Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Second Lesson – Psalm 8 
1. O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the 
heavens. 2. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine 
enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 3. When I consider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 4. What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 5. For thou hast made him a little 
lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor.  6. Thou madest him to have 
dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 7. All sheep and 
oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 8. The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and 
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 9. O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy 
name in all the earth!  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Third Lesson – Psalm 47 
1. O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 2. For the LORD 
most high is terrible; he is a great King over all the earth. 3. He shall subdue the people under us, 
and the nations under our feet. 4. He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob 
whom he loved. 5. God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 6. Sing 
praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 7. For God is the King of 
all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. 8. God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth 
upon the throne of his holiness. 9. The princes of the people are gathered together, even the 
people of the God of Abraham: for the shields of the earth belong unto God: he is greatly 
exalted.  Thanks be to God. 
 



Hymn or Carol 
 
Fourth Lesson – Acts 1: 1-11 
1. The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2. 
Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given 
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3. To whom also he shewed himself 
alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4. And, being assembled together with them, 
commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 6. When they therefore were come 
together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel? 7. And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. 8. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9. And when he had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel; 11. Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Fifth Lesson – Ephesians 1:18-23 
18. The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19. And what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, 20. Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places, 21. Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come: 22. And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to 
the church, 23. Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Sixth Lesson – John 14: 1-4, 18-20 
1. Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2. In my Father's house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 



where I am, there ye may be also. 4. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 18. I will 
not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no 
more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20. At that day ye shall know that I am in 
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Seventh Lesson – John 16: 5-16 
5. But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 6. 
But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 7. Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8. And when he is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9. Of sin, because they believe not on 
me; 10. Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11. Of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged. 12. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now. 13.Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into 
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will shew you things to come. 14. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you. 15. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take 
of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 16. A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Eighth Lesson – Psalm 93 
1. The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith 
he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.  2. Thy throne is 
established of old: thou art from everlasting. 3. The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods 
have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. 4. The LORD on high is mightier than 
the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 5. Thy testimonies are very 
sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, forever.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Ninth Lesson – Revelation 5: 12-13 
12. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing. 13. 13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever.  Thanks be to God. 



 
Hymn or Carol 
 
Versicle  The Lord be with you. 
Response    And with thy spirit. 

The Collect for Ascension Day 

Let us pray.  O Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all 
heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his 
promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
Let us pray. May God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to the Church, this Nation, 
and all mankind, peace and concord, and to us and all his servants, life everlasting.  And the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you all, and remain 
with you always.  Amen. 
 
Processional Hymn 
 
Organ Music. 
 
All readings are from the King James Version of The Bible. 
 


